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Advertiſement. 


THE - Rev of the preſent Diſcoif/e 
is as follows : The Writer being '&þ= 
pointed about eighteen years ago, to prizeh 
at the opening of the Aſſociation in By. 
ladelphia the year following, he delivezed 
a diſcourſe nearly the Jjame in ſub/ia8ce 
with the preſent, from Heb. ix. 1 5. Fh. 
ſermon became the ſubjet# of ſome conver- 
ſation for a while, and there ended. *: 
At the Ajjociation in 1780, be Was 4þ- 
pointed to prepare the Circular Lettexto 
the churches, againſt the next Aſeciat ian, 
on the ſubjett of God's Covenant. * 
when laid fore t hert"anaer 8.1, occa/ioh 
ſome debate ; but on ftrikm) gout that} ; 
» Of it which oY to the Covenant. of 
Works, it paſſed with pretty generat.3þ- 
probation. 5 ns 

In the courſe of the year folbw/ug, 
nay applications were imnade to + 
o pubhſh @ Sermon on: the Jul 
EL they e- vave bt 's/enti [ 
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more at large : And, at the Aſſociation in 
1782, when near ſeven hundred of theſe 
Sermons were ſubſcribed for, he 1was pre- 
vailed upon to write and publiſh the ſame ; 
and the rather as he wiſhes to promote a 
Spirit of free inquiry, wnbiaffed by pre- 
judice" or the optritons of men. 
Newertheleſs, as be bas a reverend de- 
erence to the judgment of thoſe worthy 
divines, who + bave treated of the cove- 
nants in the recerved way, he therefore 
» ſen/ibly feels on the occaſion ; and nothing 
F But Tove to the truth, and the importance 
of the preſent fubjet to the cauſe of true 
Feligion, could conſtrain 'him to deviate 
from the common mode of explaining this 
dottrine. 

As the whok appears to him fo eonſift- 
ent with the ſcripture account of man's 
juſtification by tbe righteouſneſs and merits 
of Teſus Chrift alone, be cannot but hope w» 
it woill meet with a favourable reception 
from thoſe, who favour the deffrines of 
grace j. and as for others, he knows be | 
bas but hittle to expe from them, nor * 


does he bg {ot quarters. * 
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And ſearched the Scriptures datly, 4, is: 
7 ther theſe things were {0. 


I 
l 
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HERE 1s no truth more ge 


nominations of Chriſtians, than - thi 
that the Scripture 1s the only le 
faith and practice, They all cry, **' 
« the law, and to the teſtimony; if ti | 
Pe nt according to this word, i, 
ecaufe there is no light in them.” Haig 
viti, 20. Notwithſtanding, "we 
too much reaion to fear, that"1n 
caſe, as in many others, people & 
generally more ſound in princige 
than im practice. For in drawing upta 
ſyſtem of religions ttuths, for inſtaney, 
the writers have - either too implcity 
+ followed thoſe who have gone bef&% 
| them, or they have confalted their o&n 
notions and fancies, and- made thige 

| ſyſtems, not ſo. mach what, from t; 


they l@ginds they ought to be; 
then nave, gone to: $- 
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date the Scriptures in ſupport of them, 
That the Scripture ſhould ſuffer by this 
mode of proceeding it/ 1s caly to ee, 
when we conſider. the natural fondneſs 
of people, generally ſpeaking, for their 
own. notions, and | how pliable the 
Scripture: will become in the hands of 
ſuch; ikea noſe of 'wax, to ſuit every * 
purpoſe. ; 

This, - however, ought'to ſerve to.put 
us the. more on our guard, and to engage 
us. the .more | to follow the example of 
the noble - Bereans, in | ſearching the 
Scriptures daily,., to ſee whether the 
things iadyanced be ſo. . The reading of 
the whole verſe informs us, that the 
Bereans were more noble than thoſe of 
Theſlalomia, on this account, that they 
ſearched the Scriptures. It would ſeem 
that the Theſſalonians, were either, Gal- 
lo-like,-indifferent about-the truth, and 3; 
therefore; would not be at-the pains ,of 
ſearching ; or were ſo bigotted to their 
received. notions, "that they would not | 
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ſearch further. - Theſe arc two extremes 
equally 'to: be avoided by all cnquirers 
alter truthe, plEt us always remember 

So” wa then, 
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then; that to be clear of the ſhackles g a 
prejudice, on the 'one "hand, "and": g# 
careleſs indifference on the other: an 
” ſo'preſs forward in purſuit of the truth 
} Tearching-for (it as. for hid treature; dez 
| termined” to embrace it,” wherever wz 
! findit, is a noble thing ; while /at th-3 
? ſame time it 1s fulfilling: a poſitive int; ; 
2 judction/ of our bleſſed -Lord, when hy 
faid,”** Search the Scripture.” Fohny 
The ſentiments, or points of doaringf 
concerning which we 'mean at: this time: 
to ſearch'the Scripture,-are thoſe of th-+ | 
Covenants, commonly diftinguiſhed 1n;; 3 
to three; the : covenant of works, thE 
covenant of grace, and the covenant of. 
redemption. The firſt made with -Adaps 
in the ſtate of innocence ; ' the -ſecori! 
made with him iminediately' after- th-+ 
fall; which is ſaid to - have been after- 
/ wards' renewed with Noah, - Abraham 
s and others of the Patriarchs; and the 
* third made with Chriſt. - 
; In ſearching -the Scriptures, whethg: 
! theſe things be fo, we ſhall take them uF; 
one after another, as they lte before urs 
ando je with the. NE works; 
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What is commonly called the coye+ 
nant of works, relates to the tranſac» 
tions of God with man, in the ſtate-of 
innocence, reſpefting the forbidden 
fruit ; ' which ſome ſor that reaſon call 
the covenant of innocence ; while others 
call it the covenant of: works, as above, 
| as if there ever was, or could be, a co- 
| venant relating to ſervice, without 
works; and others again call it the co- 
venant of life, though it reſpected death 
as much as life, if not ſomething more; 
«and which of the two took place. Thus 
do the inventors and abettors of | this 
notional covenant, diſagree among them» 
ſelves, 'as'1s generally the caſe, when 
people wander in the dark wilderneſs 
of their own fancies, without the guid- 
ance of divine revelation. 

But what ſaith the ſcripture ? Let us 
torn to the paſſage. Gen. 1i. 16, 7: 
'* And the Lord God commanded the 
man, ſaying, of every tree of the gat- 


tree of the knowledge of good and evil; 
+ thou ſhalt not cat of it - far un the day 
that thereof, thc "Si1 alt f by 
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den thou mayeſt freely/cat. But of the, 
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ly die.” Now, is there any thing here,” 
that looks like a covenant? Any ifs 
any conditions, any ſtipulation and res : 
ſtipulation ? Not a word ; not a {yllas 
ble. But on the other hand: we have: 
every mark, every character of a laws 
Firſt, we have it prefaced with- the au=" 
thocitative titles of the enactor; And the: 
' Lord God... Then we have the language 
of authority and of law ; And the Lord: 
God commanded the man After that 
we have the permiſſion and-prohibition;:: 
informing, the ſubject, what he might,- 
and what, he might not do. Of.everys 
tree of the garden thou- mayeſt-freel F | 
cat :. but. of the tree of- the Lnawledes” 
of good and evil thou | ſhalt not eat of... 
it. And laſtly, we have the chreatning,S 
or penalty and ſanction, to ſecure and> 
enforce obedience, or to. be tofliced +: 
in caſe of diſobedicnce. For in the day*+- 
thou eateſt. thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely: 
die, . So.little appearance of a covenant; ; 
is there in this place, that-it may ſeem 
ſtrange it was cver thought of. il 
- But let us ſearch further. 
are ſcriptures brought by the wri 
Rt Pape brought )y hag 


%F MK; 
on this fabſe&, i fepport 6f the coves 
matt of works? Ts there tio pifſzge to 
that purpoſe ſorriewhere forward, from 
Genefit to Revelations ? Not one.” The 
Bodies of Divinity, the Baptift ard 
Weſtminſter Confeffions of Faith;as wel 
is #11 the coveriant-writers F have ſeen, 
they at fail. There is one paſſage, in- 
deed, in Hoſea vi, 7. which they would 
| ſeetr willing to'Iay ſome ftrefs tpon 5 
I but thet! it muſt be firſt mended. Fhe 
I preſefit tranſlation muſt be found fault 
& . with, and another offered itt ſtead of If. 
The text ſays. © They like met have 
*.tratſgreſſed the covenant,” But theſe 
tranflation-menders would- have it retj- 
dered, « They like Adam,” What 4 
valuable invetition this tranflation-mend- 
itz is! How often has it helped peo- 

, ple to a ſctipture, whett in the greateſt 
ſtrate !. While at other times it has te- | 
moved ſcriptures,out of their wiy, that 
they could not well get over +; But 1 

YC oy « A think 
-+1t i\/tfot to be doubted, but that the preſent Franſla- 


tion may be mended in. ſome placts ; biit chef, It 18 fin- 
cErely to bewillied, that all” lovers of the (atred: page, 


þ $1 tu proceed in this bukineſs with a ſpating and cauti- | 
"" F hand, and perhaps never, but. the harmony. 
+ of the divine writings allow of, or requir#it. uy” 
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-though. they have .dane it in vain; 


ſupport.of :the ./2w,of works, to ns 
that _ 


CU” o.47 3 . 
think the great. door Gill, , who Wan 
maſter _ in the Hebrew, lays no gret 
ſtreſs on this emendition, while he ref; 
the value of it on. the little word 85 
which,tranflation, ſays he, if it can bz 
ſupported.; be dont pretend to, ſays 
can, but -it-can, it will be a ſeriptuy 
in ſupport. of. the , covenant of work q 
The paſſage undoubtedly means # 
more than this ; [that they, the childre; 
of Iiracl, who were God's covenart 
people, as we tha} ſee bye and by 
had tranſgrefled, God's covenant, i# 
men too ,commonly do . tranſgrels 4 
break,covenants male with-opne anathe? 
«« They,like-men ave tranſgrefled t © 
covenant. ' l id 

But .let-.us ſearch the ſcriptures, n# 
to ſee f there be any paſlage in it \ 
prove. that .there was a_.covenant «f 
works, for. the-writers before cited hai? e 


without doubt ſufficiently done thy}, 


let rus ſearch. to ce, if there be any 


ther text, . beſides that in Geneſis, ; 1 
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not under a covenant, I have long 
been of opinion, that one paſſage of 
ſcripture, if it be full and expreſs to 
the purpoſe, is ſuffictent to prove any 
point; and that to add many others, as 
is too commonly the way, out of a fond- 
neſs for many witneſſes does but weak- 
en the cauſe, unlels they be full in point. 
Of human witneſſes, it 1s true, two or 
three are required 1n capital ations; 
but what of this to divine teſtimony, 
ſince, as the apoſtle ſays, and as we all 
allow, «The witnels of God 1s great- 
er.” 1 John v. 9. We are however 
in the prelent caſe not at a loſs, for eve- 
ry where forward from Geneſis, where 
mention is made of the tranfation in 
queſtion,-or reference had thereunto, it 
1s called a law, and nothing elſe. 

In Romans v, 1:2. for inſtance, fin 
1s ſaid to have entered into the world 
by one man, and death by fin. Now as 
death is. the wages of ſin, vi, 23. fo is 
fin the tranſprefiion of the law, 1 John, 
i, 4, Since therefore, the very a& of 


5. ? 
bedience, Rom. v. 15, 19; and'finc 
fin is the tranſgrefſion of the law, an | 
where-there 1s no law there can be ny 
tranſprethon, iv. 15: it 1s clear thi 
Adam was under a law. The'apoſtlz 
argues yet more expreſſly that Adar: 
was under the law, when he ſays, thaj; 
ſin was in the world, before the givin 
of the law by Moles, v. 1J3 1.0. als 
along trom Adam to Moſes. But ſay: | 
he, -fin 1s not imputed where there is n( 
law, Rom. v. 14. © Nevertheleſs S_ 
reigned from Adam to Moſes, even ov 
them, that had not ſinned after the: 
{1militude of Adam's ranſgrefſion.; 
v. 14 : that is infants, who could no: 
be guilty of actual fins, or tranſpreſſi,- 
on of a law, as Adam was. | Since there#: 
fore death-the wages of fin, and pen }- : 
ty of the law, reigned even over infantss 
it muſt be that fin was imputed to A 
dam, and to infants on Adam s accounts 
and therefore Adam was under a law; : 
for fin_ is not imputed, where there 1 
no law. * More: 


» In the Melipinſter mprig cy + pb ever f - 
both original and aftual is ſaid to be a tran 
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-- Moreover, with reſpe-t to the ſerond BB 
Adam; is.there, any thing laid any where B 
that: he--came;. or. 'was to come, .to.tul- E 
Hl, keep and make good-the covenant Þ 
that. the\firſt Adam broke ? W hat was Z 
the wark 104 our letied. Suzety ?., Was E 
at ;not 40-,anſwier the | demand>,.of the F 
law? -Did he not {and is. our law 3 
place? Was he net.mace wnder the law, 2 
to: redeem them that were under the { 
law ?:Gal: v, 551 Yes, and be. aulwered 7 
ithe'. demands of © the law tao, tin tull, 3 
"doth. penal -aud-preceptive, and thus | 
| rope the law made 'it honourable, 
Iaiah;xlii, 21. - Now, this was the very 
Jaw that Adanr was: under, - even the 
moral law. 
;For, though the |prahibition of the | 
- Forbidden indie was a-poſitive,law, giv- 
en. for:the trial of his obedience, yet 
- was: he :under the moral law; and, by 
| the 


Fefſion/of faith, Adam SY Eve are ſaid to tranſgreſs- 
the Jaw and the commandment given unto them, "by 
--eating: the forbidden fruit. Likewiſe the Larger Cate- * 
ehliſm ſays, Our firſt parents tranſgrefſed the coms, 
- maadment-of God, in -catiog the forbidden fruit. To. 
"OSHA Ihs Baptiſt. Catechiſm Hil That , Fine 
any want: of conformity unto, or an. " 
4awiok God,—not covenant. £402lp 
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id © the tranſgrefſion | of this polite! pre-% 
re i cept, tell from: his raorat rightconſncksg) 
1- Z nor catv there be a- breach of 2 poſitive; 
at Z law of God, without, -mvolyving, imme-; 
as & rality. * 4 
28 l And behdes, the nature. of- 4 cove: 


ic & nant is incompatible with the! xelatior” 
ſubliſting between God and man, and 


w 3 v 
7, therefore 'madmufible.. For the jdea ofy 
Cc { 2 covenant inchades theie things follows 
d ; ing . bs 
| | 1. Mutual wants in the parties.coves. 
s þ nanting. 's 
A ' 2. Mutual benefits enjoyed: by them; : 
y 2 | 3- Yowel, 
C * In the prefent caſe if would be eaſy fo conceive, th * 


Adam, in eatitig tie for bidden fruit, jo a manner bro 

every precept of the moral law; for, he was guilty <= 
- — d(6ting op ancther God, of «trampling on the authorirs 
= of-the /true God, and profaning his hdly name; wheiZ 
=> he gave him the he, diſbeheved his word, dilybeyed B+ 
C ? com mand, and trans{erred all the honour of faiths: wot f 
, 


; ſhip, Sbedience,. and hope, to another. He diitonor 
"* his .parent 1a the higheſt manner. He was guilty 
- | murder,/ in -murduring bimfclf, and poſterity, ſoul; a 


body. , He ws guilty of theit and robbery, in robbig.; 
Cod of his glory, himſelf and poſterity of 1onocence ar 
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happineſs, | While to receive a falſe witneſs, and at 
upon it, was-ao. better than to bear falſe witneſs.” Anz 
frtrally, be covered the gootls and: property/of another { 
.and not. only. coveted, , but took pofleflion of, 2 

, devoured atrance, Not” would it be difficult to {the 
- that tliis 6ne tiny imyotved init infidelity, pridey, 
titude, contempt folly, cruelty, aitd ' thoſe other a 


tfonrand aggraftions of fig. l . 
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;; Power in each party to perform 
the conditions of the covenant. 
4. Each party is brought under obli- 
tion tothe other, by the performance 
of thoſe conditions. 
. Merit on both ſides. 

6. Either party may refuſe, or obje& 
to the propoſed conditions, 

7. And, laſtly, neither party ought 
tobe under prior obligation to the 0- 
ther, reſpeQting the conditions of the 
covenant. 

Now, of theſe particulars not one 
_ ean be admitted in the preſent caſe, 
% except the third. For who will pre- 
fume to ſay, that the Almighty ſtood in 
any need of the ſervice of man, or of 

any. of his creatures; | or that he could 

be benefited by the ſervice of any of 
them ; or that the ſervice performed 
could bring the glorious Creator under 
- obligation to the creature ; or that the 
creature could merit by his doings; or 
that man could refuſe or 0bje& to what 
was enjoined on him; or laſtly, that 


his, that was required of him, 
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man was not under prior obligations te 
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” and therefore would have been an uts 


and the: fifteenth of the farſt epiſile ti 
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profitable ſervant after all he had donE; 
Luke xvui. 10. 5 

From the tenor of ſcripture they 
and the nature of a covenant, it is n#* 
mfeſt there never was a4 covenant. & 
works made with Adam. 

But ſorne, perhaps, will obje& an 
lay, ** How could Adam be a publyy 


fs to if-theve- never - was; a covenant 
works?” As if there. was no way © 
being a public head, but m a covena 

way. It might ſeem ſufficient here ti 
obſerve; that if there never was a cove 
1ant- of works, as we have ſeen they } 
was hot; and if Adam could not be 4 
pubhle head, but in. a covenant ways. 
then he was-no public head at all. But | 

to me, there appears an eaſy. way od 
ſolving this difficulty. That Adam wag 
4 publie-head and repreſentative of hg 
poſterity, who were to. ſtand or 'falZ 
with him, no one can doubt, who wit 


read. the fifth chapter to the Roman 


the Corinthians, with fore other 
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of the caſe in queſtion, and the nature 
of ' things. But then, you will *afk, 
« How could it be, - if there was no 
covenant?” TI anſwer, juſt in that very 
way-it ought, -and only could -be, - and 
that is, The appointment of God. Tet 
was the pleaſure and will of God, that 
_ Adam ſhould ſtand in this public 'cha- 
racer and relation to his poſterity ; and 
ſo be a lively figure, or type,” of ' him 
Who was to come, 
W If any ſhould enquire what adyantage 
there 1s in denominating this tranſaQi- 
on with Adam, in the ſtate of - inno- 
cence 2 law, rather than a covenant; 
we anſwer, much every way. Firſt, in 
that it is of dangerous conſequence to 
change the names of things, and put one 
word for another of very different im- 
port, * as will readily appear to any one, 
who will conſider how much mankind 
are impoſed upon by names, which is 
the 
* * We may ſay of the word covenant, what doftor 


Ridgley, with his uſual candour, ſays of the ward re- 
ſiipulation, as applied to this "doftrine. But, ſays he, 


be be 
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fter explained without it, 
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ſages; and who will conſider the event 


fince it is to uſe a word without its proper ideas, which- 
athers aynex to it,.] humbly conceive this doftrine may 
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the: ground: of (that wo pronounced F 
the prophet, when' he ſays, © Wo un: 
«« them that. call evil good, and g gil 


cvil ; that | put darkneſs for light, aig 
light for darkneſs ; that put bitter 
ſweet and ſweet for bitter,” Iſaiah y, a 
And then the difference: here 1s not, 
naine only. A law and a covenant 4x 
very different things, as 'we  haye wa 
above. - Beſides, - is there no advantaSe 
in adhering to the ſcripture? If we- dg 
viate from it in one point, why-.not |: 
another, why not in; every thing? 
which 'we 'may add, that in followige 
th Scripture by denominating. ths 
tranſaction with Adam a law. rather. thin 
a covenant, we gain this. mighty advaty 
tage, [that we avoid nurſing. that leg jl 
ſtrain of ſpirit, ſo natural - mankin, 
and at- the. ſame time ſo_ injurious}; 
2 their everlaſting happineſs.' . To tak 
* about covenants between God and me:}, 
| and, yet. to pretend to be oppo 
to Arminianiſm, 18 a. perfe&t ſos 
ciſma in-divinity. Is it not mahifeſt th? 
all true Calviniſts, all, - who in realiz; 
favour the doctrines of grace, are ama; 
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ingly embarraſſed with the notion of 
covenants made 'with men reſpecting 
ſpiritual things, and pull down with the 
one hand, what they build with the 
other? + Thus, when they ſpeak of the 
covenant of works, they will tell you, 
that it is a law-covenant. And when 
they ſpeak of the covenant of grace, 
made with Adam and the faithful, they 
fay it 1s not a covenant properly, but a 
free, abſolute, unconditional covenant. 
Thus explaining away what they would 
2m willingly to eſtabliſh, 


diſcourſe, and paſs on, in the ſecond 
Place, to confider the ground of what 
15 called the covenant of grace, which 
1s faid to have 'been firſt made with 
Adam, and afterwards renewed with 
ethers of the patriarchs, in favour of 
the taithful. 

The paſſages of Beripture on which 
this is pretended to be founded, are 
+ thoſe which relateto the diſcovery, and 


with reſpe&- to 'the recovery, and ge- 
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5 We ſhell /now \diſmiſs: this hoad' of 


manifeſtation of the rich grace of God, 


demption of finfut man, from his loſt - 
Se, Late F. 
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2 why theſe manifeſtations ſhould be held; 


(> I 
ſtate and” condition by the fall 


forth to our view, under the notion off 
covenants, is hard to lay. For when: 
we ſearch the Scriptures, whether theſe - 
things be fo, we find no appearance % 
that kind. 

The firſt dawning of the golpel, and, 
at the ſaine time, the firſt ghmmerng ot 
hope, appeared to Adam, in the pro, 
miſe that was made reſpe&tmg the feod- : 


of the woman; which was Chriſt, Gale 
14, 16. that it ſhould bruiſe the {erpent'sx 
head, Gen. 111, 15. & 

Although this was addreſſed to. thes 
ſerpent, yet being overheard by Adam | | 
whom it more immediately concerned, 


and being comprehended by faith, un-;4 


der the influence of the ſpirit, it afford 
þ 


ed fome ground of hope. Here the 
eternal counſels of the myſterious -gracetz 
of God began to unfold themſelves. 7 
In the -promiſe made to Abraham}: 
which was afterwards renewed to Haze. 
and :Jacob, - Gal! iii. 8. the ſame goſpel: 
grace breaks forth with clearer light. 
Waat had before been ſpoken 4n . more jg 
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feral terms, of the ſeed of the woman, 
is now ſaid in a more particular man- 
ner. of the ſeed of Abraham. *©.Inthy 
ſeed ſhall all nations of the carth be 
bleſſed, - Gen. xxiti, 18. 

To-.Jacob the very time of accom- 

pliſhing the promiſe was limited, while 
it was {aid ;. *© The ſcepter thall not de- 
part-from Judah. nora law-giver from 
between his feet; until . Shiloh. come, 
and unto-him ſhall the gathering of the 
people be,” Gen. xlix,- : 0. 
.. Moſes renders the promiſe ſtill more 
manifeſt, while he points out a charac- 
ter and” likeneſs, - © A. prophet,” ſays 
he, |** ſhall the Lord thy God raile up 
unto thee, of thy brethren like unto me ; 
unto him ſhall ye hearken, ' Deutcrono- 
my. xvit, 

In..the prophets,, who were - much 
further advanced in the diſpenſation of 
the .,promiles, ; approaching to the ful- 
nels of time, haſtening-. to the coming 
of.the Meſſiah, you bave his virgin mo- 
ther; -If;-viis 54 place ;gf birth, Mich, 
v, 2. and other circumfityces- particu- 
larly pointed out... W.: 
Mp6, 75: "0 


\ 
>, 


1 


6  » 
Only obſerve the order and progreſsbf 


the Divine promiſes, gathering light and 
ſtrength as they advance. When the 


firſt intimation of a Saviour: was given; 
he was to be ſought for among all the- 


human race. Atterward we are direct» 


ed to the particular ſeed of 'Abraham:: 


Of Jacob's numerous ſons, the tribe-of 
Jadah is taken : Of the tribe of: Judah 
the family of Jeſſe, If. xi, 


XX1ii, Thus reducing as it were to' 
a point, what had at firſt been delivered 
but in very general terms. 

Theſe are ſome of the leading and. 
principal diſcoveries that were” made: 


to the world, of our bleſſed Saviour, ba. 


fore his incarnation. Thus did the pro- 
miles and prophecies become brighter 
and brighter, until at laſt they ſhone 
more' clear in their full accompliſhment, 
when the Sun of Righteoulſneſs* roſe, 
diſpelling «darkneſs, and ſpreading the 
hght of the goſpel day, But what doi 
we” ſee in all this/like 2 coycnagt? "No=' 
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Jeſſe's ſons, the houſe of David, © er.! 
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Let us now ſee how the apoſtles of 

_ our bieſſed Lord underſtood theſe things. * 
What 1s the language of the New 'Teſ- 
tament ? Exacly of the ſame tenor with 
what we have feet aboye. It ſpeaks 
of promiles, gifts, legacies ; all. free, 
| abſolute and unconditional. Let us cite 
: 2 few paſſages: For the promiſe is un- 
| to-you and to your children, Acts it. 39. 
Of this man's feed! has God according 
. to: his promiſe, Acts. xitt. 23, For the 
of the promiſe made of God utnito 
our fathers, Aqs xxvi, 6, Hews ac- 
cording to the. promiſe, Gal. ti, 21, 22, 
29. Fhe promiſe of eternal inheritance, 
Heb. ix, 19. To perform the mercy 
promiſed, Luke 1.72, And this ts the 
promiſe, that he has promiſed us, cver 
eternal life” 1 John n- 25, For all the 
promiſes: of God in him, are not yea 
and-nay, but yea and amet), '2 Cor. is 2c. 

To like manner we readof gifts: If thow | 

goes the gift of God, Jon iv 10; | 

e gift, Rom, v. 1154448.  Unſpeak- 

able gift, 2 Cor. te. +; Gave gifts un- | 

_, tw men, Eph. y. 8. Henc# alſo, the | | 

q ©» ,Miniltrations of grace are called,, th 
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Old apd New Teſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 
14. becaule a teſtament commonly 
contains free gifts and legacies made 
over and infured to the heirs. :How 
contrary 1s all this to the language and 
nature of a covenant. * 

In pages 15 and 16, we obſerved, 
that not any of the particulars included 
in the idea of a covenant could be ad- 
mitted, 'in the tranſaction between God 
and man in the ſtate of innocence, ex- 
cept one. But here, with reſpe&t'to a 
covenant made with - fallen man. con=- 
cerning ſpiritual things, not one EXCep= 
tion is to be made. The idea of a cove= 
nant” 1s totally excluded, In the tate 
of innocence man had power, and:that 
was the only particular admiſſible. But 
now, he has loſt his power, and there 
1s not-the leaſt room left for the idea of 
a covenant on any ground whatever: 
The whole and fole dependence of man 
in his preſent ſtate is the grace, the free 
grace of God, 
hn it not ſtrange, to hear people talk; 
+, mp and Tepentance are the terms ' 


I -conditions of the coregltt x 
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with man fince the fall ; and that the 
grace in this covenant conſiſts, in that 
the terms are eaſy, *and power given to 
perform them. 5 What work ! What 
ſtrange work ! By thoſe that pretend 
to favour the doctrines of” grace” too : 
endeavouring thus to' convert the 'gol- 
pel of the free grace 'of God into a co- 
'verant of works, with terms and con- 
& ditions. Well may we addreſs theſe 
men -m the language of the apoſtle, 
 When' he ſays, «* Ye are fallen from 
grace.” Gal. v, 4. What a pity that 
they | have yet to learn, that faith and 
repentance are the gifts of God, 
and the effe& of his grace wrought in 
us, not any thing wrought by us: And 
that they are ſo far from being eaſy, or 
eaficr Bas thoſe things required of 
Adam in the ſtate of innocence”: that 
while theſe were perfealy practicable 
and eaſy ; thoſe are abſolutely impoſ- 
fible.  A- man "may as well attempt to 
remoye mountains, as to exerciſe faith 
and repentance. How ſhall he hate and 
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ers again, ſecond couſins to the firft, talk that 
_ Kncer! v4 is received in lieu of perſeQtion, wb. 
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Nt and give way to their carnal and; 
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loathe that, which it-is as natural for him- 
to love and. delight in, as it is for him 

to love: himſelf ? Or how ſhall he loathe 

and abhor himſelf on account of. that 
which he rolls as a [ſweet morſel under 

his tongue, Job xx, 12... But when it 

is laid, that power 1s given, freely given, 

to pertorm theſe. impoſhibilities ; this is 
deſtroying the nature of a covenant, con- 

verting terms, and , conditions into mere. 
acts of ſovereign grace, and transferring 

the claim of merit from us, to him, who 

docs-all our works in us, If. xxvi, 12. 

As for thoſe, who hold the power and 
liberty of the will of man to do good 
in the. preſent ſtate, as well as in the 
{tate of innocence ; and who therefore 
talk of terms and conditions to be per- 
tormed by man, .on performance of 
which, he pleads the, merit of his good 
deeds, claims the forgiveneſs of his fins, 
and full admiſſion into - happineſs: 1t 
muſt be owned they are tolerably con- 
laſtent with themſelves, though - they be, 
totally- incoaliſtent with the reyelation 
6f4God' s method of grace, which muſt 
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natural notions of things. | But thoſe, 
who hold that man has now loſt his 
power and inclination to do good ; that 
he is dead in treſpaſſes and in fins, Eph. 
ii, '1'; that he is prone to evil as the 
ſparks to fly upward ; that it is God 
muſt work in him both to will and to 
do, of his own good pleaſure, Phil. n 
13, and after all, that man's depen- 
dence is not on the merits of his own 
doings but ſolely on the merits of an- 
Wwother, even that of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; that theſe 
ſhould talk of covenants, terms and 
conditions, makes that they are neither 
conſiſtent with themſelves, nor the word 
of God. They may have ſound hearts 
derived from their experience, and in 
ſome meaſure ſound heads; but are 
ſtrangely led aſtray by thoſe legal ex- 
preſhons and modes of ſpeaking, fo to- 
tally foreign to the goſpel. 

We ſhall now paſs on to conſider the 
covenant made with the nation of the 
Jews, and a paſſage or two in the Pro- 
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The covenant made with Ifrael in 
the wilderneſs, commonly called the 
Abrahamic covenant, merits particular 
attention, When we conſider-this co- 
venant, [it appears to contain nothing of 
fpiritual things; nor to have any refer- 
ence thereto, further than that the go{- 
pel promues, explained above, were 
mentioned along with it. - It referred 
altogether to ſelecting the feed of Abfa- 
ham from among the nations of the 
earth, to a national church ſtate, and; 
in that reſpect, a peculiar people, Deut, 
xXvi, i8. and to the enjoyment of the 
hand of Canaan. The outward rituals 
and | ceremonies -of their church-wor- 
ſhip, and ſerving the Lord as their” king 
in their ſtate of Theocracy, which they 
promiſed and had in their power to do, 
they were to obſerve, as the conditions 
of enjoying the promiſed land; and pro 
perity therein, - Want of attention to 
this circumſtance- has been the occaſion 
of much confuſion. The firſt mention 
of this covenant was made to Abraham, 
which was afterward renewed with Haac 
| ard Jacob, but it did not take its full 
4445 forms 
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form, until it was made with the whole 
body of the Jewith people in the wilder- 
nels. But let us conſider the paſlages 
particularly that make mention of it. 

\, To Abraham it was faid, ** Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kin- 
dred, and from thy fathers houſc, unto 
a land that I will, ſhew. thee, And 1 
will make of thee a great nation. And 
I wall bleſs them that bleſs. thee, and 
« curſe them that curſe thee : and in thee 
F ſhall all families of - the. .carth be bleſ(- 
 {ed,” Gen. xt, 1, 2, 3, Afterward, 
when he had come into the land of Ca- 
naan, it was ſaid ;. ** Unto thy ſeed will 
I give this' land, ' Gen. xii, 5. And I 
will 'eſtabliſh my covenant between me 
and: thee, and thy ſeed after / thee, in 
their generations, A an everlaſting co- 
venant, to be a God unto thee and to 
thy ſeed after thee: And I will give 
unto thee and to thy ſeed after thee, the 
land wherein thou att a ſtranger, all the 
land of. Canaan, for an Eons poſ- 
ſeſſion ; and I will-be their God,” 77, 

Xvii.' 7, 8, | Here we ſee that the land 
of Canaan was the obje&t of the” cove- 
Fr 7 *” oupt 
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SON And afterward, the ſame was fe2. 
newed with Iſaac, becauſe Abraham had 
fulfilled the conditions of it. .'** And T 
will make thy ſeed to multiply as the 
ſtars of heaven, and I will give unto thy 
ſecd all theſe countries ; and in thy ſeed 
ſhall all the nations of the earth be ble(- 
ſed: becauſe Abraham obeyed''my 
voice, and kept my charge,' my-com- 
mandments, my ſtatutes, and my-laws,” 
Gen; xxvi. 4, 5. 90 again. to Jacob, 
nearly in the ſame terms, xxxvii, 13, 14. 

In the wilderneſs as we mentioned 
before, the whole aſſumes more fully 
the form of a covenant; and we” have 
the terms and conditions of it, and the 
conſent of parties more at large.. 

« And Moſes went up unto God; 
* and the Lord called unto him out of 
*« the mountain, ſaying, : Thus ſhalt 
« thou ſay unto the-houſe of Jacab; and 
*« tell the children of Iſrael. Ye: have 
*« ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians; 
«and how I bare you on eagles wings, 
* and brought you unto myſelf. - Now 
* therefore, if ye will ' obey my. voice 
a ingeely and = my. covenant, then 
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«-ye ſhall be a pecular treaſure unto me 
« above all people : for all the earth 
« is mine. And ye ſhall be unto me a 
& kingdom of prieſts, and an holy na- 
« tion, Theſe are the words which 
« thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of 
«* Hrael. And Moſes came and called 
« for the elders of the people; and laid 
«-before their faces all theſe words, 


* * which the Lord commanded him; 


«And all the people anſwered together, 
« and ſaid, All that the Lord has fpok- 
« en we will do. And Moſes returned 
«'the words of the people unto the 
« Lord,” Exod. xix, 8. 

- In theſe words: we ſeem to have the 
preface, and leading heads of the cove- 
nant propoſed to the people before hand 
to which they afſent. Then, 'in the 
20th, 21ſt, 22d, and 2d chapters fol- 
lowing, we have-the particulars of the 
covenant penned down at large, fo far 
as 1t reſpected! the moral and civil law. 
And afterwards the ſame was read ts 
the people for their aſſent, which they 
do,: with ſome ' formal circumſtances of 
confirmation, Exod, xxiv, 4, 8. 
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«« And Moſes came and told the Peo- 
ple all the words of the Lord, and all 
the judgments; and all the people an- 
ſwered with one voice, and faid: All 
the words, which the Lord hath faid, 
will we do,” &c. Pi 

Then in the following chapters we 
have the ceremonies of divine worſhip 
entered at large; and, in the 26th chap- 
ter of Leviticus, the {ame- are reduced 
into the form of a covenant. 

Thus you ſee, this covenant (or, if 
you will, theſe covenants) reſpeted 
only temporal bleſſings, and was en- 
forced only by temporal rewards and 
puniſhments, 

And forward, in the Old Teſtament, 
where ever mention 1s made of this co- 
venant, or reference had- thereunto, it 
is always ſpoken of and conſidered in 
this light. See Joſh. xxiu. 16. Deut. 
XXiX. 21---25, Jer. xi, Hence were 
the people of the Jews ſo often diſtreſ- 
ſed and harraſled 1n the land of Canaan, © 
for their breach of this covenant, Judg. 

11. 20, ; and led out of it iato captivity, 
2 Kings xviii. 11, 12; and finally - 
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rejeaed from ' being the people! of the 
Lord. And here it muſt be obſerved, that 
even this Iſraclitifſh covenant; was hot a 
covenant properly, but as it were # law, 
tho" it was delivered im part in the form 
of a covenant. So far as it enjvined thoſe 
things,that were of a moralnature, which 
they were therefore underprior obligatt- 
on to obſcrve and do, it was a law : | but, 
it was a(covenant ſo far as it reſpe&ed 
their theocratical ſtate of government, 
and was a compadt between them and 
the Lord their King; wherein he con- 
delcended to come under certain en- 
gagements to thentas his people, upon 
certain conditions, which they promil[- 
ed, and had in their power to perform. 

Now, as this covenant only referred 
to morality, the civil polity of the Jews, 
and the outward rites and ordinances of 
worſhip, which the apoſtle calls, Carnal 
ordinances and a worldly fan&uary, 
Heb.'1ix. 1. 10; and contained only 
temporal rewards and puniſhments, 
but nothing of ſpiritual bleſſings or 
goſpel grace, unleſs it bein a typical 


way : It is clear, they might have kept 
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this covenant1n full, and not have been 
a whit the nearer heaven, or the more 
entitled to everlaſting happineſs. 

To hold forth the pardon of fin, and 
the juſtification of the ſinner ; and then 
heaven. and. happineſs as: the. free. gift 
of God through Jeſus Chriit, without 
any meritorious conditions, to be. per- 
formed. on. the part of man; this is:pe- 
culiar to the goſpel, and the glory of it. 
Fhe glory 1 ſay of. that goſpel, with 
which the covenant now before us had 
nothing to. do,. unleſs typically, and 
which was farſt held forth to Adam, af- 
terwards gradually increaſed in - light; 
until at laſt it- broke forth with meridi- 
an brightneſs, when the day ſpring trom 
on high- vitted us, Luke 1, 78. And 
on this very account, the Ifraclitiſh. co- 
venant 45-conhidered as being tar inſerts 
or-to the goſpel, and particularly the 
difpealation of / it, in theſe paſlages in 
the prophets, of which we made men- 
tion above, and- which we ſhall now 
pals on to Conlider.. 

In Iaiah we read, © As for me, this 
is. my covenant.with them, faith the 
þ : W5 * C Lord,” 
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Lord,” &c. Ifa. lix. 21. Whether this 

text refers to the goſpel or not, is a 

little doubtful. If it does, it will be 

of the ſame import with that in Jere- 
| miah, where we have theſe words; 
« Behold the days come, faith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with 
the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe 
of Judah. Not according to the co- 
 _ venant that I made with their fathers, 

by in the day that I took them by the hand, 
to bring them out of the land 'of Egypt, 
which my covenant they brake, altho* 
I was an huſband unto them, faith the 
Lord. But this ſhall be the covenant that 
I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, 
after thoſe days, faith the Lord ; I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and 
write 1t 1n their hearts, and will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people. 
And they ſhall teach no more -every 
man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, ſaying, Know the Lord : for 
they ſhall all know me from the leaſt 
of them to the greateſt of them, ſaith 
the Lord; for I will forgive their ini- 
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quity, and I will remember their fin 


no more,” Jer, XXXxi. 3t---34. 
This paſſage undoubtedly refers to 
the goſpel. "But then, you ſee nothing 
in 1t that looks like a covenant. No ifs, 
no terms, no conditions: nothing to 
be performed by the creature in a way 
of merit, But, on the contrary, the 
language here is pure goſpel. It is not, 
« 1 will, if they will; * but, © I will, 
and they ſhall.” «© I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write 1t..1n 
their hearts ;” the regenerating and 
ſanQiſying operations of the Spirit ; 
* And will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people ;” according to that 
ſaying, © Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the 'day of thy power ;” *© For I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember. their fin no more.” The 
genuine language of ſovereign grace. 
Now the prophet ſpeaks of theſe ſpi- 
ritual bleflings, this pure goſpel, as be- 
ing totally different from the contents 
of the Iſraclitiſh covenant. For, ſays he, 
« Behold the days come, faith the Lord, 
that 1 will make a new covenant ge" 
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the houſe of Iſracl,. and with the houſe 
of Judah. Not according to the cove- 
cant that I made with their fathers : 
verily; but altogether different Fi i 
as different as ſpiritual things arc from 
Na hs as the heaven 1s from the 
c 


If any. ſhould here. enquire, «* Why 
then is it called a covenant, if the con- 
tents of .it be pure goſpel, and the twa 
— arc ſo very different ?* For their ſatiſ- 
y faction I would ſuggeſt the following 
conliderations. 

1. That the word covenant in the Old 
Teſtament ſometimes. means a ſtatute, 
orginance, cltabliſhment, appointment 
and decree : as in Jeremiah xxxiii. 20, 
« Thus ſaith the Lord, if you can break 
my covenant of the day, and my cove- 
nant of the night.” 2. c. My appoint- 
ment of the ſucceffion of day and night, 
90/10 Gen. ix, 9, 14, God is ſaid to | 
make. a covenant with Noah and his fa- 
mily, and with the beaſts of the carth, 
that all fleſh ſhould not be cut off. any 
more' by the waters of a flood; which 
can, mean nothing more than the ap- 
; pnen* 
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poinment and decree of Godin” this 


matter. And again in Numb{"xviii, 
19. the ſame thing is faid to be a ſta- 


tute and a covenant, and in the 8th verſe 


an ordinance ; reſpecting the portion-of 
the Prieſts and Levites. $So' that the 
word covenant is not always to be un- 
derſtood in a ftrit ſenſe. "Thus in the 
text in queſtion, when it 1s ſaid, Behold 
I make a new covenant, as it refers to 


the goſpel, or New Teſtament diſpeni/a< 


tion, by way of diſtination from the old | 


covenant, or Old Teſtament difpenſati- 
on, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould 
underſtand .any thing more by it than 
diſpenſation : and it certainly means no 
more. | 


might be more confonant with that legal 
difpenſation, than that of a Teſtament. 
Eſpecially, 

2. As the prophet was about to draw 
a compariſon between the two difpenſa- 
tions, in order to ſhew the pre-eminence 


of the one to the other : fince the old . 
was EBOWn to that people by the word 


covenant, 


2. "That the uſe of the word covenant 
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covenant, it was natural to expreſs the 
new by the ſame term. 

—4- And laitly, That it might ſcem 
odd to ſpeak of a Teſtament, while the 
Teſtator was yet living ; as the apollle 
obſerves in theſe words ; ©* For where a 
Teſtament 1s, there muſt alſo of nece(- 
fity be the death of the Teſtator. For 
a Teſtament is of force after men are 
dead ; otherwiſe it is of no ſtrength at 
5 4 while the Teſtator liveth.” Heb. 


©28;: T7 
yy exact conſiſtency herewith we find, 


that when our blefled Lord and Saviour 
was about to lay down his life, and con- 
fidered himſelf as already dead, at the 
time of the inſtitution of the Lord s Sup- 
per, he lays afide the uſe of the word 
covenant, and takes up the more proper 
word Teſtament, laying, This "is my 
blood of the New Teſtament, Mat. 
xxV1. 28, and from thence forward the 
word Teſtament is conſtantly uſed when 
reference 1s' had to the diſpenſation of 
Grace #, Whence 


* The words covenant and teflament ſeem to be uſed 
rather promiſcuouſly in our Engliſh tranſlation of the 
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Hence it 1s; that we fo often read 
of heirs ; as, heirs of God, Rom. -viit, 
19. Heirs according to the promite, 
Gal. iti: 29. - Fellow heirs; Eph. 4ii. 6; 
By his grace we- ſhould be made heirs; 
Tit. iti- 7. Heirs of ſalvation; Heb: 1; 
14: Heirs of promiſe, Heb. vi: 17. 
Heits of the kingdom, James 1i: 5. &c; 
A language and way of ſpeaking pers 
tealy confonant with a teſtament, but 
has nothing to do with a covenant: 

The word covenant ſeems to have 
been introduced into the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, becauſe it ſayoured of a legal 
F {trainz 


New Teffiment. The thitigs expreffed by them are 
three: 1, 'Fiie Ifraclirifſk covenant; or Old Tetiment 
diſpenſation, 2. The New Teſtament, or its diſpenſation. 
And 3. Agreements between men. | 

Tie firſt, not h&ing a covenant properly, and ariſwer- 
ing to the word diatheke in Greek, which fignifies 2 teſ- 
tament of diſpotion A things, is therefore, 4s well as ths 
ſecond, always exprefled by hat word. But the third, 
# it means « Coveuant properly, is therefote expreſſed, 
jon the Grove, by quite other words, 

The firſt and ſecond you have in theſe thirty -one places 
folowitig ; Mat. x01, 28, Mark xiv. 24. Euke i. 72. 
xxii, 20. Afts iii. 25. vit.8 Rom, ix. 5, Xi.'27..1 Cars 
xi. 25. 2 Cor. iii. 6, 14. Oal. ili, rs, 17. iv. 24. Eph. ii. 
$2; Heb vii. 22. viii. 6,7, $95 10, ix. 4, t5; 15, 17, 2D. 
x. 16, 29, xii, £4. xiii. 20, Rev. xi. 19. Alſo underſtood, 
but not expreſled, in the Greek, ia theſe two places, 
Heb. viii. 13. ix. x. aaking thirty-three places in Engliſh. 

And” the third yowhave in theſe three places, A 
xvi" 157 Luke xxii. 5, Rom. i. 13. 
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ſtrain] ſo acceptable to thoſe, who are 
tond of terms and con@tions, to' be per- 
formed by men :\while others, who-do 
not favour legaliſm, yet too incautiouſly 
make ule of the word covenant, in bare 
comphance with cuſtom ; tho? theſe are 
generally careful to inform us, that it 
means a teſtamentary covenant, a free, 
| abſolute, unconditional covenant; which 
is much the ſame thing as to ſay that 1s 
no covenant at all. 

But it is fincerely to be lamented, 
, that any, who are admirers of the-glo- 
rious Redeemer, and the doctrines of 
grace, ſhould be thus led aſtray, in imi- 
tation of thoſe, who are at leaſt unfa- 
yourable,*if not enemies to the doctrine 
of the atonement, 

The ſum on the preſent head is this ; 
that the glorious dilpenſations: and ma- 
nifeſtations of the rich grace and mercy 
of God in Chriſt, contain free, abſolute, 
and unconditional promiles, of the free, 
rich and unmerited gifts of God, con- 
veyed to the heirs as legacies, 1n a teſta- 
mentary way. 

Having thus ſaid what ſeems neceſia- 
| "*_e"* ry 


. $48 
* n ny * Oo wm Lis WE, TY 
' * 4 » a. % 4 
*. 4 - +3 


(8 5 
ry on the two firſt heads of diſcourſe, at 
leaſt ſo far as our bounds will admit, we 
ſhall now come to the third and laſt, 
which 1s the Covenant of Redemption, 
made with Chriſt. This relates to the 
glorious tranſaction between the perſons 
of the ever bleſſed Trinity, reſpeQing 
the recovery and ſalvation of fallen man. 
In ſearching the ſcriptures, that we 
may draw from that pure fountain our 
knowledge of that wonderful diſcovery, 
and unparallelled inſtance of rich grace, 
we-fnd it 1s ſpoken of under different 
views.” Among theſe that of a covenant 
may claim our firſt attention. If ever 
there was 2a covenant of grace, this is1t: 
foraſmuch as it exhibits the moſt glort- 
ous diſplay of grace and mercy, that e- 
ver appeared to men or angels: If eyer 
there was a covenant of redemption, 
here you will find it: fince the redemp- 
tion of the ele&t was the obje& of it. 
And, on the part of Chriſt, it was a co- 
venant of works too : foraſmuch as the 


great work of redemption, the fulfilling 
the law of God in behalf of his people, 


for whom he u ertoook as their ſurety, 
was 


oo. 
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was performed by him. As it is writ+ 
ten, Be ſurety tor thy ſervant tor 
good,” Pf. cxix. 122, * Lord I am op- 
preſled, undertake thong for me,” Uaiah, 
XXXViii, 14. ** 1 have found a ranſom,” 
Job xxxiii. 24. * The ranſomed of the 
Lord,” If. xxxv. 10- ** And to givo 
his life. a ranſom for many,” Matthew 
XX- 4201 

The principal places of the Scripture 
that ſpeak of this glorious tranſaction 
between the perſons of the adorable 
Godhead, reſpecting man's recovery, 
as a covenant, are theſe following : 
* And my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with 
him, Pl. lxxxix, 28. And give thee 
for a covenant of the people, I. xl, 6. 
xlix, 8, Neither ſhall the covenant of my 
peace: be. removed, liv, 106. As for 
thee alſo by the blood. of thy covenant, 
I haye ſent forth, thy priſoners out of 
the pit, Zech. ix, 14, Even the meſſen» 
ger of the covenant,” Mal, ui; 1» 

Now- as theſe. paſſages evidently refer 
to Chriſt, who is called the Meſſenger of 
the Covenant; is faid to he given for a 
covenant of- the people ; that this cove- 
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nant with him ſhould ſtand, - ever» the 
covenant of peace, which ſhould not be 
removed ; and that his priſoners ſhould 
be ſent forth out of the pit, even by.the 
blood of his covenant ; there is no room 
left to daubt, but that there was, as it 
were, a covenant engagement entered 
into between the perſons of the Trinity; 
with 8a view to accompliſh the great 
work of man's redemption. And be+ 
ides, there 1s nothing forbids admitting 
of a covenant here. For firlt, it has not 
a dangerous tendency, to- encourage and 
nourith a legal firain of ſpirit, as the no- 
tion of a covenant made with man has, 
And then, there is much more room 
here for the idea of a covenant, than un 
the. other caſe, For the parties were 
upon equal footing, on equal terms and 
equally intereited ; they were not under 
- Prior obligations ; and they had pawer 
to perform the. conditions, or engages 
ments entered into. 

It muſt, howeyer,. be remembered, 
that even here, the idea of a coyenant 
complete in every part cannot - be ad- 
mitted ; fince the partios were not in 
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want, nor could be benefited, Which 
perhaps may be the- reaſon, why this 
glorious tranſaction is ſpoken of in ma- 
ny other places under other views. The 
chief of theſe 1s that of a counſel, accor- 
ing to theſe ſcriptures; © And the coun- 
ſel of peace ſhall be between them both, 

' Zech: vi, :3. For T have not ſhunned 

to declare ' unto you the whole counſel 

of God, AR: xx, 27. "The immutabili- 
ty of his counſel, Heb. vi, 19. Being 
delivered by the determinate counſel of 

God, AR. 11, 23. 

© Here we are given to underſtand, that 
the perſons of the blefſed Trinity held a 
counſel, ſpeaking after the manner of 
men, to deliberate, devife, and contrive 
what ſhould be done, to recover and 
fave fallen man. In this counſel the 
whole ſcheme was adjuſted and ſettled ; 
who ſhould be.ſaved, by what means, 
and after what manner : even in that 
glorious manner, which is held forth to 
us in Divine Revelation, wherein the 
glory of all the Divine attributes 1s ſe- 
cured and even advanced, Satan defeat- 


ed, anda door of hope opened to man. 
» i . X Now 
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Now in conſequence of thus adjuſtin 
and ſettling the whole, there was a fixed 
reſolution or purpole what to do... $0 
the apoſtle ſpeaks; ** According: to the 
eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in 
- Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,” Eph. iii, 15. 

Then alſo the blefled Redeemer'was 
choſen or elected to the [great work: 
Hence the prophet: ©* Behold my ſer= 
vant whom I uphold ; mine ele&, in 
whom my. ſoul delighteth, ' If. Iu, *1; 
And he was not only choſen, but alſs 
appointed thereunto, or fore-ordained; 
according to Peter; © Who verily was 
fore-ordained, before the foundation of 
the world,” 1 Pet. i, 20. 

The great and glorious plan of  re- 
demption, the reſult of the wiſdom and 
grace of God, being thus ſettled ; -and 
the Redeemer choſen and appointed; 
it remained to publiſh, reveal, and mani- 
feſt the ſame to the-world, that in the 
goſpel eſpecially man might ſee” the 
odious nature of fin, and repent ; and 
might by faith look” to him, on whom 
his help was laid, and be ſaved. This 
manifeſtation of the grace of . God took 
place 


o 
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es immediately. aſter the fall, "4nd 
ecame brighter and brighter in after 
ages, as we have ſeen above, until; in 
the fulneſs of time, the choſen of the Fa= 
thet was ſent, John x, 26; received a 
commandment to accompliſh the whole, 
John'x, 18, he obeyed, PC. xl, -, 8, and 
was rewarded; Pſ. 1, £: Phil: 11, 9, 
- Now, as thefe latter exprefſions of 
Scripture may ſeem not | to eomport fo 
well with the nature of a coycnant, let it 
be remembered, that they reter, not {6 
much to the cftabliſhment of the glo- 
rious ſcheme, as to the accompliſhment 
of it. Jn the farſt the Redecmer was God, 
in the ſecond God-man. For, though 
a perſon may have no claim on another, 
prior to ſome covenant of. agreement, 
yet afterward he may. And the perſon 
of the Redeemer 1s not to be contidered 
imply as God, but rather as God-man, 
in the accompliſhment uf this glorious 
work. Now, in this capacity, it is not 
mconſfiſtent to conceive of his being a 
ſervant, being ſent, receiving a com- 
mandment, obeying and being reward- 
ed. Nor is there any incotitency be- 


tween 


( 0 -} 


tween the notion of a counſel held to 
concert matters, and that of a covenant 
entered into; foraſmuch as the latter 

might be the reſult of the former #, 
Above we mentioned in the general, 
that the whole plan - or {ſcheme of re- 
demption, was contrived, adjuſted and | 
ſettled ; but it is neceflary we ſhould *# 
ſpeak of it a little more particularly .. 
The great difficulty in this wonderful 
conſultation, which would have puzzled 
men and angels, was to contrive a way 
for the venting of mercy, and at the 
- Jame time leave immaculate the glory of _ 
Divine juſtice. The different claims of { 
theſe two leading perfections of Deity, 
rendered the undertaking in a manner 
inſuperable. But Divine wiſdom 1nter- 
poles ; as the apoſtle ſpeaks of the ma- 
nifold wiſdom of God, Eph. ui, 10; and 
S by 
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* Should any be of opinion, that as the word covenant 
is only uſed in the Old Teſtament, as being more conſo« 
nant to that legal diſpenſation, | but never in the New, it 
ought therefore to be laid aſide: I am eaſy, fince I can 
fee no bad conſequence would follow. For I would not 
promote a diſpute about words, when they are not of 
dangerous tendency. To me, however, there appears 
fufficient ground for the uſe of the word Covenant here, 
as well in the language'ef Scripture, as in the nature of. 
— Things, | 
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by the unfathomable depth of its re- 
ſearches, finds out and produces that 
myſterious diſplay of rich'grace, which 
the angels with aſtoniſhment delire to 
pry into, 1 Pet. i, 12; wherein © mercy 
and truth have met together, righteouſ- 
nek and peace have kuled each other,” 

* Pf. Ixexexv, 10. | 

In'the accompliſhment of this glori- 
ous work, the parties in the great coun- 

ſel ſeem to have aſſigned them each, or 

| to have each one taken- upon! him, his 

y ſeparate part ; r. e. generally ſpeaking. 

”" To the Father it pertained to preſide 
over the whole and ſee it accompliſhed, 
ſend the Mediator, John x, 46, furniſh 
him for the work, Pl. xlv, 5. Col. 1, 19, 
and uphold him therein, Ia. xlii, 1, 

'The Son, the ſecond perſon in the 
glorious Trinity, was to aſſume human 
nature, anſwer the demands of divine 
juſtice, in behalf of his choſen ones, as 
their Surety, and by that means bring 

in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 

24. ; that God might be juſt, and yet. 

the juſtifier, Rom. ii. ' 26. This he ac- 

compliſhed in full ; ivig the ap- 
. +3 probation 
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probation of the Father, that he was * 


well pleaſed in him ; he laid down his 
life, then roſe trom the dead, Rom. 1v. 
25.3; and therem triumphed over death 
and hell, and all the powers of dark- 
neſs, Col. it. 15; and aſcending into 
heaven, Eph. iv. 8. he took his ſeat on 
the right hand of the throne of God, 
Heb. xii. 35 being exalted as a Prince 
and a Saviour to give repentance unto 
Iſrael, and remiſhon of 1ins, Ads v, 41, 
and to make continual interce{hon for 
them, Heb, vii. 25, 

And the Holy Spirit was to co-ope+ 
rate, in- manifeſting the whole to the 
, world, and in applying the ſame tothe 

choſen; namely, by enlightening their 
darkened underſtandings, working in 
them faith and repentance, changing 
their vite affections, and converting of 
them from the ſervice of fin and Satan, 
to the ſervice of the living God ; carry- 
ing on the work: of grace begun, Phul, 
1.6; and keeping of them by the pow- 
er of God- unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. 4. 5; 
by. every .mcans making them meet for 
the inheritance, of 'the ſaints in 2 
6.4% Ol, 
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Col. 4. 12; and finally bringing them 
to the' full poſteſſion of it. 

Thus, my brethren, we have ſearched 
the Scriptutes, with reference to the 
covenants ; and have ſeen; that- there 
never was 'a covenant of works made 
with the parent of mankind; that Adam 
was made the fubje&t of moral govern- 
ment under a law, and had a poſitive 
injunction, reſpe&ting the - forbidden 
fruit,” for the trial of his obedience. 
But, alas! by tranſgreſlion he fell from 
the ſtate of rectitude, wherein he was 
created; and, being conſtituted the 
public head and: repreſentative of his 
natural deſcendents, brought ruin and 
deſtruction on himſelf and all his poſ- 
terity. But man was not left in this 
deplorable fituation. The grace of God 
appeared for him. We have. briefly 
laid before you the plan of our redemp- 
tion, concerted in eternity, and brought 
into effe& in time.” You ſee the glori- 
ous covenant of grace, which was well 
ordered 1n all things and ſure." You ſee 
the Son of God appointed to'the Medi- 
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atorial work, and all grace frealured up. 
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in him for that purpoſe. You ſee him 
undertake ; you ſee him accompliſh the 
ſame in full ; and the bleſſed Spirit co- 
operate to make effetual' the 'whole; 
You have ſeen the goſpel preached to 
Adam, then to the patriarchs'; after- 
wards, though fill dimly, yet with 
clearer light 1n the types and; ſhadows 
of the *% iſh diſpenſation, 2ccompmunied 
with prophecies and promiſes, until 'fi- 
nally the whole broke forth with re- . 
fulgent glory in the goſpel day. Thro' 
the whole, from firtt to laſt, you ſee 
the dilpenſations of grace to man' are 
free, abſolute, and unconditional ; the 
gifts of God diſpenſed 1n a teſtamen- 
tary way. It behoves us, therefore, 
each one, to prove by goſpel marks, 
that we are of the legatees. For the 
marks are clear, the will firm, and the 
title good, to all-ſuch, and to none elſe. 
£ hrough the. whole you ſee- nothing of 
works in a way of merit, but all of 
grace. Nothing of the will of man, 
but all of the- will of God ;- that we 
might all, and at all times, cry, Grace, 
grace; and\ whoſoever glorieth, might 
glory 
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glory in the Lord. Such, my brethren, 
is the method of grace. 

O bleſſed and glorious ſcheme ! What 
2 rich diſplay have we here of the wiſ- 
dom, juſtice, holineſs, truth, mercy, 

, compaſſion, and condeſcenſion of 

God! Sec the harmony of the Divine at- 
tributes in this Cnnd plan; that 
is every way worthy of a God! What 
ſhall we render unto him for ſuch rich, 
unmerited grace ! Never to the endleſs 
ages of. eternity, never ſhall we be able 
to render adequate compenſation. - O 
that the love of God were abundantly 
ſhed abroad in each of our hearts ; that 
we might admire, with aſtoniſhment ad- 
mire his rich grace; that we might for 
ever love, fear, honour, reverence, and 
ferve him, with all the heart unfcign- 
edly. 

bike the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead, our Lord Tefus, 
that great Shepherd of the ſheep, thro' 
the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
_ make you perfe& in every good work, | 
- ta” do his. will, _—_— pO OY _ 
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which is well pleaſing in his fight, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for cvex 
and ever. Amen. 


